DAVIS

1033

DAVIS

all disputes between Canada and the United
States. From 1896 to 1901 he was Minister
of Marine. He became Chief Justice in 1918.
DAVIS, DAVID (1815-1886), one of Ameri-
ca's greatest jurists of the Civil War period,
was born in Cecil County, Md. He was
graduated from Kenyon College, Ohio,
studied law in Massachusetts and Connecti-
cut, and removed to Illinois in 1835. In 1844
he was a member of the state legislature^ and
in 1848 was made United States circuit judge.
In October, 1862, President Lincoln ap-
pointed him Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court. Judge Davis was nominated by the
labor reformers for President in 1872, but he
usually affiliated with the Democratic party.
In March, 1877, he resigned to enter the
United States Senate, where he remained until
1883.

, AVIS, JEFFERSON (1808-
1889), an American
statesman, president of
the Confederate States of
America, whose memory
is cherished in the South
with unceasing devotion.
Like Lee, he typified in
a very definite way the
ideals which inspired
those who fought for the
Confederacy. Jefferson
Davis was born on June
3, 1808, in Christian
(later Todd) County,

________^            Kentucky.    At an early

age lie "went with his parents to Mississippi,
where lie received his preliminary education.
He later entered West Point Military Acad-
emy, graduating in 1828, and for seven years
he saw important service on the frontier.
After engaging for several years in cotton
planting, he was elected to Congress in 1845,
where he became an ardent follower of
Calhoun.

At the commencement of the Mexican War
Davis left Congress and entered the con-
test as colonel of a regiment, and performed
distinguished service* He entered the Sen-
ate in 1847, and became the leader of the
Southern Party in the slavery and States'
rights controversy, frequently coming into
opposition with Stephen A. Douglas. Davis
was Secretary of War during Pieree's admin-
istration, and while holding this position in-
troduced several marked improvements in
military tactics, coast defense, armament and

transportation. Upon the secession of
Mississippi, he retired from the Senate, de-
livering a notable farewell address, and in
the same year was elected president of the
Confederate States.

During the war he acted with good judg-
ment, dignity and devotion to principle and
was especially anx-
ious to mitigate the
suffering and sorrow
caused by the war.
He was taken pris-
oner soon after the
fail of Richmond

and was confined in ^^ntmuaer^T'^r^^r-
Fortress Monroe for
two years. Released
on bail in 1867,
through the efforts
of Horace Greeley
and other Northern-
ers, he was given full JEFFERSON DAVIS
liberty by the general amnesty of 1868. Dur-
ing his last years Davis resided in Memphis
and Mississippi, dying in New Orleans. In
1881 he published "The Else and Fall of the
Confederate Government, giving his view of
the controversy. His remains were removed
from New Orleans and interred at Richmond
in 1893y where a monument has been erected
in his honor.

DAVIS, REBECCA HABDING (1831-1910),
an American novelist, the first writer to
bring the labor question into American fic-
tion. Mrs. Davis was born in Washington,
Pa. She first became known for the gloomy
power of a story, Life in the Iron Mills,
published (1861) in the Atlantic Monthly.
After her marriage to L. Clarke Davis,
editor of the Philadelphia Inquirer, much of
her brilliant talent went into journalistic
work which has not been preserved. Among
her novels are Dallas Galbraith, Kent Samp-
den and A Law unto Herself.

DAVIS* RICHARD HARDISTG (1864-1916),
a very popular American novelist, short-
story writer and journalist, the son of
Rebecca Harding Davis, was born at Phila-
delphia. He was educated at Lehigh and
Johns Hopkins "universities, and began
literary work as a newspaper reporter in
Philadelphia. After serving for a time on
the staff of the New York Evening Sun, he
became managing editor of Harper's Weekly*
This position he held but a short time. Gritte-
gher and Ofher Stories, published in 1891,